19 A retrospective study of admission data of 401 West Indian manatees (Trichechus 20 manatus latirostris) presented to the David A. Straz Jr. Manatee Critical Care Center at 21 ZooTampa at Lowry Park (ZooTampa) for rehabilitation from August 1991 through October 22 2017. Causes of admittance, location of rescue, gender, and age class were all recorded for each 23 manatee admitted. Admittance categories as defined by the Florida Fish and Wildlife 24 Conservation Commission (FWC) included watercraft collisions, natural causes, entanglement, 25 entrapment, orphaned calves, captive born, mothers of rescued calves, calves of rescued mothers, 26 human, and other. The admitted population was primarily from the southwest and northwest 27 coasts and related waterways of Florida. The gender difference was relatively equivocal (54% 28 female) while the adults comprised 79% of the admissions. The overall total admissions 29 increased steadily over the study period as did the admissions for each individual categories of 30 admission. Watercraft collisions and natural causes combined were 71% of all admissions for 31 the entire study period and are the dominant causes of admission. Watercraft collisions are more 32 likely to occur during May through October, whereas natural causes of admittance are more 33 likely to occur between December and March. Rehabilitated manatees may reduce overall 34 manatee mortality and can provide insight into population-based health concerns if evaluated 35 appropriately. Future efforts can incorporate physical examination findings, hematology, 36
Introduction 45
The West Indian manatee is comprised of two subspecies; the Antillean (Trichechus 46 manatus manatus) and the Florida manatee (Trichechus manatus latirostris). Watercraft-related deaths and potential loss of warm water refuges are the primary threat to manatee populations 5 67 of the rehabilitation efforts is essential to all rehabilitation programs and the foundation for 68 improved release rates, enhanced welfare, and optimal use of resources. This analysis of 69 manatee admittance data at ZooTampa seeks to identify trends of admission rates and locations 70 of rescue stratified by cause of admittance, age, and gender between January 1991 and October 71 2017. Preliminary analysis of the admittance data may also be useful to predict trends within the 72 population, especially if the rehabilitation data on individual admissions can be summarized and 73 parallels the trends seen in the wild population. The Florida manatee population has climbed from 1,267 in 1991 to 6,620 in 2017 and
